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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
PRELUDE:  

The Coventry Carol with Away in a Manger arr. Berry 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

Unknown ages after God created the heavens and the earth, 

when humans were formed in God's own image; thousands 

of years after the great flood, when God hung a bow in the 

heavens as a sign of the covenant and peace; twenty-one 

centuries from the time of Abraham and Sarah; thirteen 

centuries after Moses led God's people out of Egypt to 

freedom; eleven hundred years from the time of Ruth and the 

judges; a millennium from the anointing of David as king; in 

the sixty-fifth week according to the prophecy of Daniel; in 

the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; the seven 

hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city 

of Rome; the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian 

Augustus; all earth being at peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God 

and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to sanctify the world 

by his most merciful coming, being conceived of the Holy 

Spirit was born of the virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judea. 

Today is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh 

among us.  
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GATHERING HYMN: O Come, All Ye Faithful   ELW 283 
(please join in singing with the CLC choir audio that Michael compiled together 

for this service!) 
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A CHRISTMAS DIALOG 

P: The word became flesh and lived among us. 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

P: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light. 

C: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it. 

P: God is light, and in him there is no darkness. 

C: If we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 

we have fellowship with one another. 

P: The word became flesh and lived among us. 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s 

only Son, full of grace and truth. 

P: For unto us a Child is born. 

C: Unto us a Son is given. 

P: This day is Christ born; today salvation has appeared. 

C: The word became flesh and lived among us.  

Glory to God in the highest! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE: 

Angels We Have Heard on High     ELW 289 
(sing along with the performance by the Association of Lutheran Church 

Musicians) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we 

may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day 

wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 9:2-7 

The first reading is written in the 9th chapter of Isaiah 

beginning at the 2nd verse. 
2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, 

  you have increased its joy; 

 they rejoice before you 

  as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 

 4For the yoke of their burden, 

  and the bar across their shoulders, 

  the rod of their oppressor, 

  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

  and all the garments rolled in blood 

  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, 

  a son given to us; 

 authority rests upon his shoulders; 

  and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7His authority shall grow continually, 

  and there shall be endless peace 

 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
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  He will establish and uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: Titus 2:11-14 

The second reading is written in the 2nd chapter of Titus 

beginning at the 11th verse.  
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 
12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and 

in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 

upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and 

the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 

redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of 

his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 2:1-20 

The holy gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
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1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus 

that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first 

registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph 

also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 

be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 

was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came 

for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 

him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 

inn. 

  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of 

the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

  15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 

the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which 
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the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 

been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 
20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers 
 

SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Away in a Manger    ELW 277  
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Share that peace with those around you.  

 

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, so that the community is 

welcome, the gospel is shared and the hungry are fed. 

If you would like to give an online donation to the church, please click this link.  

https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving 
 

GIFT OF MUSIC 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN: What Child Is This (v. 3)    ELW 296 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of 

Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of your 

grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be 

blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth 

and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for 

the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church 

throughout the world proclaim this good news, over the hills 

and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your faithful people in 

songs of praise and rejoicing.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to 

flocks, fields, and those who tend them. Come near to us in 

the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the 

hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation 

rouse our care for all the earth.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the 

strife of this world. Hush the noise of war and violence in 

places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting 

peace and sustainable provision for all in their care.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring 

rest and reassurance to those facing struggles this night. 

Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console those 

who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are 

sick or hurting especially Tom Caldwell, Jim D’Amato, Barry 

Evans, Charlie Hoffman, Ella Landes, Grace Landis, Ginny 

Overholtzer, Karen Pfister, Merrill Pfister, Marie Roberts, 

Jakob Strohl, Carolyn Trupp and Janice Webb.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless 

parents and children, brothers and sisters, everywhere. 

Comfort those who long for to be in the presence of those 

they love, but in love, have chosen to be apart. Bless those 

that are separated, not by choice, but by necessity: those in 

isolation or quarantine, the hospitalized and those who tend 

them, first responders, and all who love them. Surround 

families of every shape and size with your love and care. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We 

give you thanks for all the saints who have proclaimed your 

glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in joyful 

praise around your eternal throne.  

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as 

we lift these and all our prayers to you, in the name of 

Jesus. Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

A LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE AT THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The first candle is lighted  
 

We light this first candle and remember those whom we have 

loved and lost. We pause to remember clearly, their faces, 

their voices, their bodies. We embrace and give thanks for 

the memories that bind them to us in this season of 

expectation when all Creation waits for the Light. We 

remember them with love. May God's eternal love surround 

them.  
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A period of silent reflection  

We light this second candle to remember the pain of loss: 

loss of relationships, loss of trust, loss of jobs, loss of health, 

loss of faith, the loss of joy. O God, we offer it to You, asking 

that into our wounded hearts and open hands You will place 

the gift of peace, shalom. We remember that through You all 

things are possible. Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and 

lead us into your future.  
 

A period of silent reflection  
 

We light this third candle to remember ourselves. We pause 

and remember the past year, that has been heavy with our 

burdens. We accept and lay before you, God, the anxiety and 

frustration, the sadness and fear, the hurt and anger. We lay 

before you the ways we feel we have fallen short, and the 

times we have spent blaming ourselves, each other, and you, 

for all that we have suffered. We accept and lay before you 

the time we have walked alone, in darkness. We remember 

that we have journeyed far, and though while lost, we may 

have turned away from the light, the light itself has not 

failed. We remember that though winter is upon us and 

though the night is dark, the dawn will come.  
 

A period of silent reflection  
 

We light this fourth candle to remember faith, the gift of light 

and hope that God offers to us in the stories of Hanukkah 

and Christmas, which both began in abandonment, 

insecurity, and humbleness, the first in the rubble and 

scarcity of war and the second in the poverty of 

homelessness. We remember that the loving God, who kept 

the light shining in the temple, and who came to share this 
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life with us, promises us comfort and peace. We remember 

the One who shares our burdens, who shows us the way to 

the Light, and who journeys with us into all our tomorrows.  
 

A period of silent reflection  
 

Gentle God of love, We light the central candle to remember 

You. Help us reach out together for the light of your love, for 

renewal and recovery and a new day coming. Grant that 

hope may come to rest in our hearts, and let it go forth with 

us into the darkness, this night and in the nights to come, 

until we see the fullness of your dawning. 
 

THE CANDLELIGHTING CEREMONY 

(We invite you to dim the lights wherever you are and light a candle 

during the singing of Silent Night. Let us bask in the light of God’s love 

together.) 
 

THE GOSPEL OF THE INCARNATION: John 1:1- 5, 14 

A reading from John. 1In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in 

the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through 

him, and without him not one thing came into being. What 

has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the 

light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 

have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 

grace and truth.  
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CANDLELIGHTING HYMN:  

Silent Night, Holy Night!           ELW 281 
(please join in singing with the CLC choir audio that Michael compiled together 

for this service!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 

proclaimed joy through the angels, 

sent the shepherds with good news, 

and led the magi by a star, bless you this day + through the 

Word made flesh. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN: Joy to the World      ELW 267 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Filled with the joy of Christ’s birth, Go in peace. Share the 

gift of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: Joy to the World      arr. Mason 
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