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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE: Fugue          Corrette 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as 

the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God of mercy. 

Amen. 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection. 

God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN: We Walk by Faith (v. 1, 3 & 5)   ELW 635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the 

world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that 

we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Please be seated 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 15:34—16:13 

The first reading is written in the 15th chapter of First 

Samuel beginning at the 34th verse. The reading can be 

found on page 226 of the pew Bible.  
34Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in 

Gibeah of Saul. 35Samuel did not see Saul again until the 

day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And 

the LORD was sorry that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

 16:1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over 

Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill 

your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among 

his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he 

will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and 

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the 

sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you 

shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel 

did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 

elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do 

you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
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sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me 

to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and 

invited them to the sacrifice. 

  6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, 

“Surely the LORD‘s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But 

the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 

on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 

the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 

before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this 

one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 

“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven 

of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to 

Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 

yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 

until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he 

was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 

The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 

one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 

in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 

the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. 

Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

The word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-17 

The second reading is written in the 5th chapter of Second 

Corinthians beginning at the 6th verse. The reading can be 

found on page 939 of the pew Bible.  
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while 

we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—7for 

we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, 

and we would rather be away from the body and at home 

with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make 

it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before 

the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 

recompense for what has been done in the body, whether 

good or evil. 

  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to 

persuade others; but we ourselves are well known to God, 

and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 
12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving 

you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be 

able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and 

not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for 

God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love 

of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one 

has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, 

so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, 

but for him who died and was raised for them. 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 

point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a 

human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
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everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 

new!  The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34 

The holy gospel according to Mark the 4th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would 

scatter seed on the ground,27and would sleep and rise night 

and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not 

know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 

the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the 

grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the 

harvest has come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of 

God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard 

seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of 

all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 

becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large 
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branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its 

shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as 

they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except 

in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 

disciples. The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers 
 

SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers 
 

Please stand 

HYMN OF THE DAY: What Is This Place    ELW 524 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray. 

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you 

made all things: you spoke light into darkness, called forth 

beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 

Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your 

wonderful gifts: freedom from captivity, water on the desert 

journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with 

you. For your Word of life, O God,  

we give you thanks and praise. 
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Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and 

call us to witness: forgiveness through the cross, life to those 

entombed by death, the way of your self-giving love. For your 

Word of life, O God, we give you thanks and praise. 

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within 

us: renew our faith, increase our hope, and deepen our love, 

for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O 

God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory forever. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Share that peace with those around you. Please be seated 
 

    WE OFFER OUR GIFTS 
OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, so that all are welcomed, 

the gospel is shared and the hungry are fed. Online donations to the church 

may be submitted through this link. https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving0 
 

GIFT OF MUSIC: Open Our Eyes to the Word    Makeever 

(Linda N. Landis, Jim Laguna, Bev Stover, Michael Hillegas) 
 

Please stand 

OFFERTORY HYMN: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these 

gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 

and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with 

your love, through the one who gave himself for us, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. 

Enliven your church, so that the good news of your grace 

may root and grow throughout the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your 

goodness. From the depths of the soil to the highest 

mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places 

suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in 

power. Grant them the ability to regard those under their 

charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to 

others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and 

provide relief to those who call on you. Send your presence 

on our friends in need of comfort and healing especially Bill 

Blum, Tom Caldwell, Jim D’Amato, Barry Evans, Gary Faut, 

Charlie Hoffman, Ella Landes, Ann Landis, Grace Landis, 

Ginny Overholtzer, Winnie Reese, Marie Roberts, Alma 

Schiefer, Pat Smith, Jakob Strohl, and Janice Webb.  
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Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of 

poverty and homelessness, and those around the world with 

little access to vaccines.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give 

thanks and pray for our church musicians. We dedicate to 

you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of 

children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs 

from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Holy Spirit, you have planted the seed of every ability among 

us that is necessary to make all the ministry you desire 

possible. Give each of us eyes to see ourselves and each 

other as you see us. Call forth our potential so that your love 

will grow among us, and in the world you love.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith 

who are now at home with you. We look forward to that day 

when we are reunited in your new creation.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding 

grace. Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:  

Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word    ELW 663 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE: Go Forth with Joy        Wion 
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