
  

Welcoming all with grace. Worshiping God through praise. 

Witnessing Christ through service. 

 

A Message From Pastor Sellers 

This is Christ's church. 

There is a place for you here. 

We are the church that shares a living, 

daring confidence in God's grace. 

Liberated by our faith, we embrace you 

as a whole person--questions, 

complexities and all. Join us as we do 

God's work in Christ's name for the life 

of the world. 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

We have entered into the season of Advent. Many people have 

wondered why we even have this season with its melancholy 

themes. This can be a difficult season for us to pay attention. It is 

a favorite time of year for many. There is a sense of anticipation, 

togetherness, and the joy of holiday traditions. The lights and 

tinsel are so distracting. The sales and parties, decorating and 

wrapping, entertaining and being entertained take up every spare 

moment. We are usually pulled by an irresistible force toward 

Christmas Joy, well before its season. 

But this year is different. We are aware of our frailty and weakness 

in the face of forces beyond our control. More than ever before, 

we see that we cannot save ourselves. Since last March we have 

been in a season of waiting . . . waiting for the pandemic to end; 

waiting for things to get back to normal; waiting for the day we 

will hug our friends, shake hands with our neighbors, and see the 

smiles of the people we encounter at the grocery or hardware 

store again.  

Many of our cherished traditions will not be the same this year. 

No caroling. No shopping in the jostling crowds at the mall. No 

holiday parties. No family gatherings. Instead of a seeing excess 



2 

everywhere we look, this year we see the large number of people who are unemployed and fearing 

eviction from their homes. This year we cannot help but see that things are not yet as they ought to 

be. We long for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom here on earth. Our cries of “Come Lord Jesus” come 

from a recognition that we are a people in need of something that we cannot create for ourselves.  

Many people are fretting that the holidays will not be the same this year. We are having a hard time 

imagining Christmas feeling like Christmas when we must forgo so many of the things that create joy 

for us in this dark season.  

I came across this poem recently, by pastor and evangelist Glen Scrivener, and it had a real resonance 

for me as we move into the Advent and Christmas season of 2020. 

It used to be summer when Christmas came round, 

Neath tall southern skies, over sun-scorched ground, 

With the backyard cricket, the barbies, the beach, 

And munching on mangoes to watch the Queen’s Speech. 

The slatherings of sunscreen, the glorious glare 

And toasting the glow in the warm evening air. 

It used to be summer… when I was young. 

A golden age in a land far flung. 

But there came a point, I crossed a divide, 

Went up in the world and summer had died. 

December is dark now, the nights close in, 

So we huddle together as kith and as kin. 

It’s winter now when Christmas rolls round, 

We celebrate still though with different surrounds. 

We mull the wine and strike the matches, 

Light the fires, batten the hatches, 

Gather around the warming beam 

Of family love or a TV screen. 

So safe inside, no place to go, 

We toast marshmallows and let it snow. 

Our summer’s gone, if you’ve been around, 

you’ve felt the fall: life’s run aground. 

We’ve gone up in the world, seen summer die. 

So what’s our hope? The dark defy? 

Stoke the hearth? Retreat indoors? 

Rug up warm with you and yours? 

The shadow reaches even here, 
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But THIS is the place for Christmas cheer. 

It’s dark, in the bible, when Christmas is spoken. 

Always a bolt from the blue for the broken. 

It’s the valley of shadow, the land of the dead, 

It’s, “No place in the inn,” so He stoops to the shed. 

He’s born to the shameful, bends to the weak, 

becomes the lowly: the God who can’t speak! 

And yet, what a Word, this Savior who comes, 

Our dismal, abysmal depths He plumbs. 

Through crib and then cross, to compass our life. 

To carry and conquer. Our Brother in strife. 

He became what we are: our failures He shouldered, 

To bring us to His life: forever enfolded. 

He took on our frailty, He took on all-comers, 

To turn all our winters to glorious summers. 

It’s Christmas now… whatever the weather, 

Some soak in the sun, some huddle together. 

But fair days or foul, our plight He embraces. 

Real Christmas can shine in the darkest of places.      

This is exactly when Christ comes. Our hope is not wrapped in shiny paper, but in flesh and blood. 

This is not a hope that can be extinguished by darkness – because its light is not reflected from the 

world – it is the light that has come into the world to us – for us – through us. 

So this Advent, maybe more than any Advent of our lifetimes, we wait in hope. And when we echo 

Mary’s “Yes”, we will have the opportunity to carry God’s presence to the dark and dismal corners 

where hope is most needed. Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, Come. 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Pastor Serena 

PS. 

As of this writing we have just learned of the 

Bishop’s directive to forgo any indoor group 

worship. Our Christmas Eve worship is being 

reimagined. We will communicate details 

about our worship as soon as they become 

available. Fear Not. Christ will be worshipped 

this Christmas Eve! 
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Live broadcasts will continue at 9:30am on Facebook 

and YouTube. 

In Person Worship Suspended until January 2021 

Twitter 

clc_kulpsville  

Facebook 

Christ Lutheran Church  

Instagram 

Clccomm  

YouTube 

Christ_kulp  

Social Media Handles 

Council Meeting November Highlights: 

A meeting is coming up about Code Blue services. Pastor said our area is underserved as far as 

these types of shelters. Trinity Lutheran has a Code Blue shelter only for men. Pastor hopes to 

learn about this. 

Pastor said the ELCA Congregational Vitality meeting awakened her out of the box thinking about 

how the church will move forward after COVID-19. She realizes that some things won’t go 

back to the way they were, and the church will need to adapt to this. Pastor said that these 

meetings are helping her sift through this. 

The Advent Calendar is filling up. The deadline to sign up has passed. Pastor asked that all try to 

get their recordings done before Advent starts.   

Shepherd’s Shelf - On Nov. 14, the Boy Scouts distributed flyers and bags which are due back on 

Nov. 21 from 10 am – 2 pm. Pastor asked us to share the information via Facebook posts. 

Pastor suggested that the church should align with the requirements for funeral homes which is 

20% of capacity since we wear masks. Church capacity is 300 – so 60 people indoors. Criteria is 

subject to change depending on the progress of the virus. (As of 11/18, in accordance with 

Synod recommendations, we are suspending indoor, in-person worship until January 2021) 
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Pastor and W&M Team are also planning an outdoor family service for Christmas Eve. Basing 

decision on the survey. 

Continued on Page 5 

Dawn Baxter said that the team organized the walk through the cemetery and that they had a 

good turnout – many community members in addition to church members.  

The Team is organizing the Giving Gobbler where they and the youth will be making PB and J 

sandwiches (on 11/17, this changed to packing “We Care” Kits, filled with useful things 

(snacks, socks, gloves etc.) for homeless) and the Intergenerational Dinner as well. 

Motions:  

Pastor proposed an electric vehicle charging station idea. Julie Munden made a motion to table 

this for a couple of months, motion approved. 

Pastor asked Council if they want to allow Amazon to take 40 spots in our parking lot and pay us 

rent for it? After discussion, Council decided - No – too much wear and tear on parking lot 

and the church may need the spaces. Linda Nyce Landis made a motion to decline the offer, 

Donna Parks 2
nd

 – motion approved. 

There is a claim form that came with a letter from the ELCA to indemnify us or protect us from 

being brought into a lawsuit against the Boy Scouts. This is because we chartered the Boy 

Scout meeting at our church. Bob DiNenno made a motion to file the form, Linda Nyce Landis 

2
nd

 – motion approved. 

Treasurer’s Report  

  Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

Income October $20,402 $26,960 ($6,558) 

Expense October $25,434 $31,090 ($5,656) 

Income YTD $261,630 $272,250 ($10,620) 

Expense YTD $277,049 $317,465 ($40,415) 

     

Capital Campaign    

YTD $49,251 $50,000 ($749) 
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 If you are interested in volunteering please sign up at https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds 

We are continuing to take donations. Please see www.christlc.org to get up 

most up to date needs list. Due to the church office being closed the 

addition to the garage is being left unlocked so donations can be placed in 

there. 

Thank you to everyone in our church congregation and in the community 

for your continued support of this very important feeding ministry! 

If you are interested in getting more involved, please contact Steph 

Sharkey at shepherdsshelf@christlc.org or call the church office. 

 

The Shepherd’s Shelf Gift Card Program 2020  

Hello CLC Congregants! It’s that time of year again – time to start thinking about Christmas and The 

Shepherd’s Shelf Christmas Gift Card Program! What a crazy year it has been since last year’s program…so 

many changes, so many restrictions, but we still want to help bring Christmas to the homes of Shepherd’s 

Shelf clients. 

This year, we will be working the program a little differently due to COVID. Instead of asking for individual 

child sponsors, we are asking for donations to "The Shepherd’s Shelf Christmas Gift Card fund". We will use 

this fund to purchase $50 gift cards for each of the approximately 55 children that qualify for the program. 

Donations can be made in any amount and EVERY donation is greatly appreciated. There are two ways that 

you can donate… 

You can write a check - Please write the check out to "The Shepherd's Shelf" and put "Christmas Program" in 

the memo field. If you are attending services, you can put it in the church offering plate OR drop it off at the 

church office OR mail it to The Shepherd’s Shelf c/o Christ Lutheran Church 2211 Mainland Rd, Harleysville, PA 

19438. 

You can donate by credit card - Go to the church website, https://

www.christlc2.org/. In the center gold column under “Shepherd’s Shelf” there 

is a “Donate” button. Click on "Donate" and using the drop down box under 

“Use this donation for”, select “Christmas Program”. Enter either your credit 

card or PayPal information. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jackie Swanson at 215-292-5467 or 

jackie_swanson@comcast.net. Thanks so much for making Christmas a little 

brighter for our Shepherd Shelf clients and their children! 

 

Photo Right: Thank You Boy Scouts for an AMAZING food drive! 

Shepherd’s Shelf  Summary October 2020 

In October the Shepherd's Shelf served 153 people: 70 adults, 53 children and 30 seniors. 53 

households made 75 visits. 16 church members and 17 volunteers from the community logged 195 

hours and distributed 525 bags of food and supplements (approximate value $15,750 ). Diapers were 

distributed 17 times and wipes 7 times. Feminine hygiene products were distributed 37 times. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4da9a62ea3f85-shepherds
http://www.christlc.org/
mailto:shepherdsshelf@christlc.org
https://www.christlc2.org/
https://www.christlc2.org/
mailto:jackie_swanson@comcast.net
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Deadline for Clarion articles the 20th of each month  

Please do not send pdf files. Linda Nyce Landis, Editor clcclarion@gmail.com 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

Welcome Church Warm Winter Items 

Winter is creeping up on us and CLC is joining Welcome Church to help provide some warm 

clothing to the homeless in Philadelphia. We will be collecting winter items (NEW adult winter socks, 

hats, gloves and scarves, along with reusable grocery bags). Our two scheduled dates for drop off 

are January 12 and 14, 2021. We will set a large box outside the entrance of the church for no-

contact drop off. Please consider adding a few extra items to your Christmas shopping list! 

 

 

 

January Blood Drive 
Christ Lutheran Church has sponsored two of 

our most successful blood drives during the 

pandemic.  

In recognition of these blood drives Christ 

Lutheran Church has received this certificate 

of outstanding service from the American Red 

Cross. 

We would like to thank all of you who have 

made these blood drives successful.  

Our next blood drive is January 27, 2021. The 

drive is live on the Red Cross website so you 

can sign up now!  

Remember, your one donation can save up to 

three lives. 
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COVID Christmas 

So, at the time of the writing of this article, the COVID-19 numbers 

are spiking in our area, Montgomery County has voted to shut the 

schools down after Thanksgiving, and many of our families are 

making the tough decision to not have Thanksgiving gatherings 

with extended family. Not a very joyful time in our lives.  

And…if you are like me, you are certainly wondering/worrying 

about what Christmas will be like this year. What will the gatherings 

be like? Will we be able to go to church on Christmas Eve? Will we 

see Grandma and Granddad? Will we have work parties or New 

Year’s parties? Will ANYTHING be normal this year? No. 

And Yes. 

Here’s what I know: COVID does not cancel Christmas. It may not look like any other Christmas we 

have ever celebrated, but no matter what, Christmas IS happening. The birth of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ, happens. Hope will be born into the world once again.  

I am reminded of that familiar story about Christmas during WWI. According to the History Channel’s 

website, on December 7, 1914, Pope Benedict XV called for both sides to put down their weapons in 

a temporary hiatus from the war to celebrate Christmas. The governments did not comply, but on a 

certain battlefield, the soldiers decided to take peace into their own hands. Beginning Christmas Eve, 

the soldiers on both sides sang Christmas carols. The songs could be heard across the battlefield to 

the opposing trenches. A tiny ray of light on a darkened night. At the first light of dawn on Christmas 

day, some German soldiers emerged from their trenches and approached the Allied lines across no-

man’s land, calling out “Merry Christmas” in their enemies’ native tongues. The Allied soldiers took a 

chance, had faith in humankind and, seeing the Germans unarmed, decided to leave the safety of 

their trenches and greet the opposing soldiers. After a tentative trust was established, the men 

exchanged presents and sang carols. They even played a game of soccer together. Likely, it was the 

strangest Christmas any of those men had experienced. In the midst of war, Christmas came. In the 

midst of fighting, peace came. In the midst of despair, hope came.  

The same can be said for this time. In the midst of this pandemic, Christmas WILL come. Peace will be 

among us. Hope will fill the air. It just may be the strangest Christmas any of us have ever 

experienced, but it will come, none the less.  And perhaps that is ok. 

I know for many of us the idea of breaking longstanding traditions is painful. We ALWAYS go to so 

and so’s house; we always have turkey together; we always attend 11pm Christmas Eve services, we 

Youth News By Karolin Brechbill 
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always travel here and there… 

The idea of not having those things is heartbreaking. But, we can take solace in the battlefield story. 

Perhaps, like those men on that long ago Christmas morning, we can take a moment this year to 

breathe in the peace. To let the still morning soak into our weary bones. To make an unexpected, 

unusual Christmas memory. Our Christmas will look different than it ever has this year. But, different 

can be beautiful. Because the bottom line is that no matter who we spend it with, where we are, or 

what we do, God comes to us to be with us on Christmas. Emmanuel. Hope is born into the world 

again. THAT will never change.  

A Blessed Christmas to you All 

2020 Intergenerational Dinner Update 

As with many things in 2020, we are sad to announce that the Intergenerational Dinner will NOT be 

hosted as planned. We originally hoped to offer a drive-up dinner (where you all could come by and 

pick up the meal in your cars) but at this point, even that cannot be safely done. We cannot in good 

conscience, have multiple youth and many senior adults mixed together all day to cook and package 

the meal. 

This is a hard decision for the Youth Ministry Team to make…perhaps the hardest one as of yet,  

because the dinner is a highlight of our year. We love working together to provide the delicious 

food, to decorate the building in festive lights and colors, to lovingly set the tables, and to spend 

time set aside making the small gifts. We especially love practicing and putting on our Silent Night 

Tableau, as it has become a favorite tradition to share that special quiet time with you all, hearing 

the story of our Savior’s birth. 

However, the biggest highlight of the dinner isn’t all of that. It is in the coming together of the  

generations, in the sharing of the smiles and stories, in the singing of the carols and sharing of the 

meal. The most wonderful aspect of the dinner is the being together. And, that part of the dinner  

isn’t possible right now. So, we will postpone until later this year when we know it is safe to meet  

together again. 

I pray that you all have a safe and peaceful Christmas. We WILL get through this, some day, and will 

once again come together in person to rejoice in the coming of our savior! 
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Kids Activity 
Page 
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12/01 Madison Daubert 

12/02 Ed Martin 

12/02 Lenora Little 

12/03 Jared Schulcz 

12/06 Jakob Strohl 

12/07 Brian Jacobson 

12/08 Ray Gerber 

12/09 Ed Lightkep 

12/10 Danielle Rush 

12/11 Sharon Noble 

12/11 Alison Valovage 

12/11 Brayden Bell 

12/12 Alexander Bendas 

12/12 Erin Steingraber 

12/12 Christopher Bonsignore 

12/12 Haley DeLong 

12/13 Cindy Heiser 

12/13 Ben Fillgrove 

12/14 Madelyn Gerber 

12/15 Connie Baymor 

12/16 Jane Sharkey 

12/17 Katie Bendas 

12/18 Neil Benjamin 

12/19 James Bingley 

12/19 Frank Keenan 

12/20 Sarah Frederick 

12/24 Carol Galford 

12/24 Gary Marchewski 

12/25 Carole Stoler 

12/26 Eva Leitmeyer 

12/27 John Greene 

12/28 Barbara Donnelly 

12/28 Shannon Stover 

12/28 Julia Marchewski 

12/28 Pam Cubbage 

12/29 Zachary Pfister 

12/29 Alexander Knauss 

12/30 Dylan Blake 

12/30 Amanda Burr 

12/31 Diane Rush 

12/31 Lindsay Valovage 

Grief Share  
CLC's Grief Share Group began another 13 week cycle on Wednesday, September 30, 2020 and it will 

continue through Wednesday, December 30, 2020. We will be meeting every Wednesday night from 

7-9pm. In order to maintain the social distancing, our sessions will be available via the Zoom 

teleconference web site until we are able to resume events in our Church Library. One of the 

toughest transitions of life is life after the death of a loved one. It is a difficult journey to navigate 

alone. Grief Share is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk alongside you through one of 

life's most difficult experiences. You do not have to go 

through the grieving process alone. Please email Kim at 

KJA610@aol.com if you would like to attend the Grief 

Share meetings via Zoom and an invitation to join the 

meeting will be emailed to you. Thanks! Kim 

December 2 (Session 10- Stuck In Grief)  

December 9 (Session 11-Top 20 Lessons Of Grief Part 1)  

December 16 (Session 12- Top 20 Lessons Of Grief Part 2)  

December 30 (Session 13- Heaven)  

mailto:KJA610@aol.com
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Council Corner: Ryan Kagarise, Youth Representative 

Ryan Kagarise has been a member of CLC since he was born. He 

has been on the church council for two years as the Finance and 

Stewardship Ministry Team Liaison. Ryan is currently a senior at 

Souderton High School, where he plays on the baseball team 

and participates in National Honor Society AND Future Business 

Leaders of America. 

Montgomery County Health Services: For general health and other questions related to Covid-19: COVID-

19 Help Line: (610) 631-3000  

Overwhelmed? Lonely? Anxious? The Peer Support Talk Line lets you can speak anonymously about any 

issues or problems you are facing without fear of judgement. Peer Support Talk Line: (855) 715-8255  

If you are experiencing a mental health emergency: Mental Health Mobile Crisis: (855) 634-4673 

Bucks County Covid-19 Behavioral Health Helpline: Feeling anxious? Need help managing stress, anxiety, 

drugs or alcohol? Need to talk to someone? 215-399-5681 Monday-Friday 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 

An Advent Calendar 

This year Christ is offering a very special virtual Advent Calendar. Every day 

between the First Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve there will be a video 

posted on the church website www.christlc.org made by one of our church 

members. There are stories, recipes, crafts, songs, devotions, memories and 

most of all friends in 

Christ. May these 

offerings bring you 

encouragement, hope and 

joy! 

http://www.christlc.org/


CLC’s Ministry Teams 

The Clarion 
Published monthly by Christ Lutheran Church 

2211 Mainland Rd. Harleysville, PA 19438 
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The Rev. Serena S. Sellers 

Karolin Brechbill, Dir. of Faith Formation 

Brooke Kuhlen, Office Manager 

Marge Blum, Financial Secretary 
 

Sunday Services  

8:30am or 11:00am 

Live streaming Service 9:30am  

On Facebook and YouTube 

Sunday School Classes  

Wednesday evenings via Zoom 
 

Choir Rehearsal  

Return to be determined 

Deadline for Clarion articles the 20th of each month. 

clcclarion@gmail.com 
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December 2020 
The following are the Ministry Teams, 

their chairs and council liaisons: 

Celebrations- June Alderfer, Sharon Noble 

kjalderfer@hotmail.com, smnoble15@gmail.com 

Cemetery- Rick Metz, Julie Munden 

rametz@verizon.net, juliemunden@comcast.net 

Christian Education - Karolin Brechbill, Allison Healy 

kbrechbill@christlc.org, allison.healy@foxroach.com 

Communications– Dann Stephens, Linda N. Landis 

dann.stephens571@gmail.com, 

lindalandis7@gmail.com 

Evangelism- Paula Morris, Bob DiNenno 

plm21354@msn.com, dinennor@aol.com 

Finance & Stewardship- Bob DiNenno, Ryan 

Kagarise dinennor@aol.com, rkagarise07@gmail.com 

Mutual Ministry– Malinda Griffin, Mike Baymor 

malindagriffin1@gmail.com, baymor4@verizon.net 

Property- Rob Kagarise, Gerri Test 

rkagarise@verizon.net, mushedpickle@yahoo.com 

Shepherd's Shelf- Steph Sharkey, Allison Healy 

shepherdsshelf@christlc.org, 

allison.healy@foxroach.com 

Social Ministry- Kim Itterly, Chris Martin 

kimitterly@gmail.com, cdmartin630@aol.com 

Worship & Music- Michael Hillegas, Donna Parks 

mchillegas@yahoo.com, djp820@comcast.net 

Youth Ministry Team- Karolin Brechbill, Dawn Baxter 

kbrechbill@christlc.org, Dbax8791@outlook.com 

If you would like to be a part of any of these 

teams Please reach out to 

one of the listed contacts. 

mailto:kjalderfer@hotmail.com
mailto:smnoble15@gmail.com
mailto:rametz@verizon.net
mailto:juliemunden@comcast.net
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mailto:mushedpickle@yahoo.com
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