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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE 
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. 

We pass judgment on one another before examining 

ourselves. 

We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 

We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 

Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 

and turn us again to life in you 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 

and through his death and resurrection, 

Christ has made us his own. 

Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 

to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation 

of your people. By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of 

love, and train us to care tenderly for all our neighbors, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 
GOSPEL READING: John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according to John the 8th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you 

continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and you 

will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have 

never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 

‘You will be made free’?” 

  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone 

who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does not have 

a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 

there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free 

indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 
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Reforming God, renew and inspire the church in the freedom 

of the gospel, O God. Where the church is in error, reform it. 

Where the church proclaims and displays your truth, 

strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in 

us the fire of the Holy Spirit. Embolden us to release the 

power of your love in the world around us.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Reforming God, the earth changes. As mountains shake and 

the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy 

habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands 

afflicted and recovering from natural disasters of any kind 

especially the pandemic, wildfires, droughts and storms. 

Bless the flood buckets we will assemble this day, so that 

those, distraught by the power of rising waters, may have a 

sign of care and support in the midst of their struggle.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Reforming God, transform areas of the world divided or 

traumatized by conflict or oppression especially in our own 

land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and 

protect all in harm’s way. Comfort those who are 

experiencing lack and loss. Comfort the isolated, the 

alienated, and any without a safe home or meaningful work. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Reforming God, release those living in bondage to racism, 

debt, anxiety or addiction. Give us courage to hold on to 

hope and embrace change. Grant your healing touch to 

those who are suffering or ill especially Betsy Anderson, Tom 

Caldwell, Barry Evans, Charlie Hoffman, Ella Landes, Grace 

Landis, Ginny Overholtzer, Karen Pfister, Marie Roberts, 

Jakob Strohl, Janice Webb and Brady West.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Reforming God, we give thanks for courageous voices that 

have remained firm in their commitment to the one who 

frees us from sin and death. Centered in your grace, unify 

this family of faith in the hope and power of the gospel to 

transform the world. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Reforming God, even in death, you free us and give us a 

place in your house. We give thanks for our ancestors who 

have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther 

and those who work for the renewal of the church.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving 

arms all for whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

With social-distance in place, share that peace with those around you.  
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WE OFFER OUR GIFTS 
OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, so that the community is 

welcome, the gospel is shared and the hungry are fed. 

If you would like to give an online donation to the church, please click this link.  

https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. 

You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 

nourish us with this rich food and drink, 

and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering 

world, 

through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving
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LORD'S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory,  

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the banquet table 

where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 

and keep you in His grace. Amen. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 

that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 

the body and blood of Christ. 

Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 

into your beloved vineyard 

to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 

guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 

and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon 

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 

favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 
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