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WE GATHER IN GOD’S PRESENCE
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE: Wondrous King, All Glorious

Metzger

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us
beloved. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world. Amen.
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OPENING HYMN: Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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KYRIE:
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE:
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of
service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give
us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to
serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
The first reading is written in the 34th chapter of Ezekiel
beginning at the 11th verse.
11Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my
sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek out their
flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to
which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick
darkness. 13I will bring them out from the peoples and gather
them from the countries, and will bring them into their own
land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I
will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights
of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall lie down in
good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my
sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I
will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the
fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
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20Therefore,

thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will
judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because
you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the
weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far
and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be
ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David,
and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their
shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my
servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have
spoken.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23
The second reading is written in the 1st chapter of Ephesians
beginning at the 15th verse.
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do not cease to
give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you
come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness
of his power for us who believe, according to the working of
his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ when
he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name
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that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to
come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has
made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:31-46
The holy gospel according to Matthew the 25th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes
in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on
the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered
before him, and he will separate people one from another as
a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left.
34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come,
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was
hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then
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the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a
stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing?
39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are
members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from
me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels;
42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty
and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and
you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me
clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will answer them,
‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers
SERMON: Pastor Serena Sellers
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HYMN OF THE DAY:
O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us
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ELW 431

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
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We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of
sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share that peace with those around you.

WE OFFER OUR GIFTS
OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, so that the community is
welcome, the gospel is shared and the hungry are fed.
If you would like to give an online donation to the church, please click this link.
https://www.christlc2.org/onlinegiving

GIFT OF MUSIC
OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a
celebration, but you make of them an abundance,
just as you do with our lives.
Bless the time, talents and treasures we offer, and
multiply them that they may be a blessing for service in
your name, in the strength of the risen Christ. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the
outpouring of God’s power on the church, the world, and all
in need. A brief silence.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs
of those around us. Bless all social ministries of the church
and teach each of us to be the church to our neighbor in
need. Give us eyes to see you in the faces of the vulnerable.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
King of creation, you cause rain to fall on the just and unjust
alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all
people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Be with
those impacted by hurricane Iota.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Prince of Peace, bring accord to every place where conflict
rages. Teach us to be compassionate and curious about the
needs of those who oppose us. Grant opportunities for
ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity
and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Ruler of all, break down the sinful divisions we erect between
us and release us from systems of oppression and prejudice.
Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose
dignity has been stripped away especially the homeless,
incarcerated, and those living in poverty, and any we treat as
others because of race, gender identification, or political
affiliation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Highest most Holy, pour out your healing power on a world
ravaged by pandemic illness. Give strength and endurance to
health care workers. Watch over those isolated for treatment
and the families that love them. Empower continued
progress of those developing treatments and vaccines.
Inspire all people to preserve and protect their neighbors by
heeding the guidance that limits the spread of the virus.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Lord of Lords, wrap in the arms of your mercy all who are in
need of healing of body, mind or spirit. We remember before
you our friends Tom Caldwell, Jim D’Amato, Barry Evans,
Charlie Hoffman, Ella Landes, Grace Landis, Ginny
Overholtzer, Karen Pfister, Marie Roberts, Jakob Strohl, and
Janice Webb. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Majesty, we pray that you will guard the hearts and minds of
those who are feeling isolated and lonely. As we forego
traditional gatherings this week, and see the empty chairs
around our tables, help us to focus, not on absence, but on
the love that we have for one another. Provide pathways for
us to encourage one another in safe and lifegiving ways.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Potentate of time, thank you for saints now departed who fed
the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick.
Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence
in those in need around us.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior,
until that day when you gather all creation around your
throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.
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LORD'S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon
you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with
favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING HYMN: Jesus Shall Reign

ELW 434

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God,
go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE: King of Kings

ancient Hebrew folksong
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